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Reflect, Envision, and Prepare



Please mute your 
audio and video 
while others are 
presenting or 
speaking

Session Housekeeping

Use the 
chat and/or 
raise-your-
hand 
functions

Stay to the End

Chance to win a $20 
ecard from Amazon



Type in the Chat or Raise Your Hand:

How do you define the term:

“inclusive teaching or inclusive course”

Type short phrase or adjective that 
describes the term to you?

Question



Design an Inclusive Course in Canvas

Engagement 
and 

Collaboration

A Welcoming 
Climate and 

Communication

Accessibility 
and Inclusion 

in Course 
Content

Proactively designing or integrating…



Session Agenda

Establish clear 
course 
expectations

01
Build accessible 
course content in 
Canvas

02
Provide 
alternative means 
of access to 
materials and 
activities

03



Type in the Chat:

What types of questions do 
your students have the first 
day or first week of class?

Question

Establish Clear Course Expectations



Why Clear Expectations Matter

• “The Why?” of Learning
– Course objectives
– Link to real-world examples 

• “The What?” of Learning
– Topic Outline
– Schedule

• “The How?” of Learning
– Activities
– Assessments and Criteria

Students need…

“If I miss a few classes, will it hurt me?”

“If I miss an assignment, can I do an extra 
credit project?”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Why?Clear measurable course objectivesLink to real-world examples and applicationThe What?Topic OutlineScheduleThe How?ActivitiesAssessments and CriteriaGrading policy



How to Set Clear Expectations

• A Welcome Announcement
• A Course Overview Module
• Self-Introduction or About 

Instructor Video
• Course Syllabus
• Course-related, self-

introduction activity for your 
students



How to Set Clear Expectations

Type in Chat:

What “expectations” or 
policies do you 
communicate to your 
students at the start of 
the course? In the 
Syllabus?

Student-Student

Student-Community

Question

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student-ContentAcademic IntegrityStudent-StudentHow students interact with each otherStudent-InstructorHow students communicate with you How you communicate with studentsStudent-Community



Why Clear Expectations Matter

Clearly defined course
and communication 
expectations from the 
start of a course

Students need…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student-ContentAcademic IntegrityStudent-StudentHow students interact with each otherStudent-InstructorHow students communicate with you How you communicate with studentsStudent-Community



How to Set Clear Expectations

• Campus and Course Policies
– Including Course Expectations 

and Communication
• Download from Canvas 

Commons



Type in the Chat:

How do you use Canvas 
and other apps to support 
your course delivery or 
instruction?

Question

Build accessible course content in Canvas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Modules, Grades, Discussions, Assignments) 



Why Accessible Content in Canvas Matters

• Clearly organized content in Canvas to focus 
on learning the material and not finding the 
material

• A clear connection between measurable 
course objectives and how the activities align 
with what is expected

• Topics and concepts presented in chunks
• Instructional supports built into activities and 

assessments

Students need…

“How do I find my assignments in 
Canvas?”

“Do I have to read that article?”



1. Navigation
• Identify Tools as part of 

the Course Navigation
• Identify Tools to Hide

– Settings
– Navigation

How to Create Accessible Course Content in Canvas



2. Use Canvas Modules and Pages

Discussion 1: [Topic]

Module [#] Overview

Canvas Pages for Course 
Materials

Module [#]: Topic



3. Module Overview

 The “Why” of Learning
 Purpose
 Course Objectives

 The “What” of Learning
 Module Objectives
 Key Concepts
 Guiding Questions

 The “How” of Learning
 Activities and Assignments



4. Accessible Canvas Pages

The Why to the Video

Descriptive Links

Headers



Checks for Understanding 
(Quizzes)

Optional Check-ins 
(Assignments)

Assignment Checklists, 
Rubrics and Examples

Scaffolded Higher Stake 
Assessments with Outline 
and Draft before Final

4. Design with Instructional Supports



Type in the Chat:

What type of instructional 
materials or media do you use 
in your courses?

textbook, documentary, open educational resources

Question

Provide alternative means of access to materials and activities



Why Alternative Means of Access

More than a text-based learning environment
with reading and writing

• A variety of materials and media with a 
diversity of ideas and perspectives

• Choices and options in how they learn and 
how they express what they have learned

Students need…
Prior Knowledge

Preferences for Engagement and Expression



How to Provide Alternative Means of Access
Connect content to learning objectives and provide a range of learning activities

• Allow students to make choices according to their interests
– What articles to read
– What topic to research

• Make choices in expression
– In how to complete the assignment
– Paper, Visual Diagram, Presentation



By the end of this 
module, what 
should I be able to 
do?

Which course materials will 
support me?

What activities and assessments will 
let me know that I can do that?

Define the term 
instructional 
design

Read the Back to Basics: 
Instructional Design Terminology
OR
Listen to Instructional Design: 
Episode 1 – What is Instructional 
Design?

Participate in The Meet and Greet (Define 
Instructional Design)

Compare and 
contrast 
instructional 
design models

Listen to Instructional Design: 
Episode 2 – A Comparison of 
Models
OR
Read the article, A Comparison of 
Instructional Design Models

Participate in the Game of Bingo 
(Describe Instructional Design model in an 
Instructional Setting)
Complete a Comparative Analysis of the 
two Instructional Design Models in an 
Instructional Setting



• Create a mixed-mode lecture that offer 
a variety of materials to support students
• Read Video Text Transcript and Slide
• Watch Video Lecture
• View Infographic
• Take notes with Presentation Outline
• Reflect on Questions
• Watch supplemental video on ‘the 

challenging topic’



• Select content that engages a 
diversity of ideas and 
perspectives
– Select content by authors of 

diverse backgrounds
– Use multiple and diverse 

examples
– Be aware of how media 

depicts a range of cultures

Case Studies and Role-playing



Where to Go From Here – An Action Plan

Research Universal Design For Learning Principles and the 
Equity Toolkit, Department of Higher Education

Contact Your FRC Instructional Design Team or Teaching Fellows

Enroll in Teaching Online Program or the Universal Design for 
Inclusive Teaching Program

Reflect, Envision, and Prepare

https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl?utm_source=udlguidelines&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=homepage
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CDHE-CTL-Inclusion-Guide.pdf




Supporting Students with 
Invisible Disabilities

Tuesday, April 6, 12:15
Scott Kupferman, College of 

Education, and Sharon Stevens, 
Faculty Resource Center



Questions?
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